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June 

The schedule of prices for nitrate fixed by the Chilean Kitrate 
Producers Association for the year which began July 1 is con- 
siderably lower than for last year. 

There is a slow but steady improvement in the output of crude 
oil in the Baku fields but the Grozny fields show a decrease in 
production. (P. 619) 

There is on file a t  the Fuel Division of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce a complete list of the petroleum wells 
drilled in the Panuco section of the Tampico oil district, up to 
September 1, 1921. (P. 620) 

The production of crude and refined petroleum in Italy during 
the year 1920 was as follows: Crude petroleum, 4937 metric 
tons; mineral oil, 1506 metric tons; light oil, 336 tons; refined 
petroleum, 1435 tons; gasoline, 1563 tons; naphthalene, 15 
tons. (P. 620) 

The report comes from Afghanistan that some very important 
petroleum deposits have heen discovered there. 

In order to expedite customs clearance in Egypt shippers of 
varnish containing alcohol are requested to indicate clearly in 
the invoices the percentage of alcoholic content in the varnish; 
whether or not the alcoholic content is denatured, and, if so, the 
character and percentage of each denaturant. 

The existence of petrol in the Lake Albert region of Africa 
has been reported. (P. 670) 

It is reported that oil has been struck on the government 
boring at D’Arcy, near Dulkeith, in Scotland, and that there is 
prospect of a considerable production. 

Selling prices on gasoline and kerosene in Pernambuco have 
been driven down below cost by reason of competition between 
large importing companies. (P. 670) 

According to a recent Egyptian decree, the former provision 
allowing exemption from excise duty on alcohol exclusively 
destined for scientific, medical, or pharmaceutical use at the 
discretion of the Minister of Finance, is abolished. 

According to a Swedish royal decree dated April 21, effective 
April 23, 1922, an import duty of 2 crowns per kilo is levied on 
bleached artificial silk other than that put up in small retail 
packages for retail sale. Bleached artificial silk, formerly ad- 
mitted free of duty, is now dutiable a t  the same rate as dyed 
artificial silk. (P. 711) 

The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has received 
a translation of the recent law pertaining to the registration of 
patents, designs, industrial models, and trade-marks in 
Jugoslavia. (P. 713) 

Extensive deposits of rock phosphate are believed to be avail- 
able on the Island of Panay, Philippine Islands. Accessible 
supplies of phosphate would be of great value to the Philippine 
sugar industry, and the Bureau of Science has started investiga- 
tion along this line. 

A new process for cleaning kauri gum has been devised in 
New Zealand which produces a product 98 per cent pure as 
against 80 to 85 per cent in other processes. It is estimated 
that this new process will cut the cost $15 per ton. 

There is an opportunity for the United States to profit by the 
Japanese demand for paraffin and stearin, provided American 
manufacturers and exporters are able to meet the prices placed 
upon their products by manufacturers in Burma, Sumatra, and 
Australia. (P. 721) 

The fertilizer industry and market in South Africa are reviewed 
(Pp. 723-4) 

The petroleum trade and industry of Czechoslovakia are de- 
scribed. Apparently, the participation of American companies 
in the Czechoslovakian oil trade in the future will depend upon 
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their ability to corzpete in price with similar products from 
neighboring countries. (P. 736) 

Opportunities for American exporters of refined paraffin wax 
and stearin in western Greece seem to be improving. 

The hold on the artificial leather market of Chile which 
American exporters gained during the World War is fast disap- 
pearing before the influx of a superior product from Great 
Britain. (Pp. 757-8) 

Every effort is being made in France to discover new material 
with which to manufacture paper pulp, and with this in view a 
new company has been organized for the purpose of producing 
paper pulp from plants and especially from esparto or alfa grass, 
(P. 765) 

A company in Brazil is preparing to produce paper from straw 
and parana pine and will manufacture chemical wood pulp for 
the purpose. This is said to be the first concern in South America 
to produce chemical wood pulp for paper making. 

The Chilean nitrate prices, quoted on metric quintals, are 
given for the coming year. (P. 787) 

Statistics are given showing the average monthly wages of 
technical men and office workers in the German chemical in- 
dustry in 1921. (Pp. 793-4) 

The French heavy chemicals industry is improving with busi- 
ness much better than a year ago and prices well maintained. 
Chemicals for tanning, glassworks, and paints, however, still 
remain inactive. Synthetic products for drugs and perfumes 
are satisfactory. (P. 801) 

In the Belgian chemical industry sulfuric acid plants are 
fully occupied with the demand from fertilizer manufacturers, 
especially German, but overproduction of hydrochloric acid is 
resulting in lower prices. 

Statistics are given showing the production of precious and 
base metals in Mexico for the last three calendar years. (P. 827) 

The Spanish iron-ore district is facing the most serious in- 
dustrial depression experienced for many years. 

The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has on file 
detailed information relative to a large mica deposit in Argentina 
which the owner is desirous of selling. Arrangements to see 
samples of the mica may be made through the Bureau. (P. 828) 

Statistics are given showing the production of olive oil in Italy 
for the 1909-1920 period. 

There are in course of construction in central Italy six plants 
for the production of electrical and mechanical energy which 
will utilize nationally produced combustibles. 

Experiments in the use of turf and peat as fuel in Finland have 
demonstrated that these products have apparently little chance 
to replace wood as the almost universal fuel in Finland. The 
two principal barriers to the success of the turf-fuel industry 
are high prices and the difficulty of securing a fuel which is 
sufficiently dry to permit proper combustion. (Pp. 837-8) 

A Swedish engineer is reported to have worked out a method 
whereby a very cheap fuel can be obtained from the residue or 
lye which results from the manufacture of cellulose. By this 
method, i t  is reported, an annual production of about 100,000 
tons of cellulose will result in the production of about 800,000 
tons of the new fuel. 
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A good market is reported in Wales for lubricating and paint 

France has increased her import duty on lead. 
oils. (P. 840) 

(P. 857) 
The present duty on vanadium exported from Peru will be 

The production.of Sicilian sulfur in 1921 amounted to 240,049 
(P. 

The Russian mining industry in 1921 and the first quarter of 

continued throughout 1922. (P. 859) 

tons and the exportation amounted to only 105,063 tons. 
860) 

1922 is reviewed. (Pp. 862-3) 
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